majority of Americans viewed at least one episode of Roots, and a third of these viewers saw all eight episodes. Not surprisingly, Black Americans were more consistent viewers than White Americans (Balon, 1978; Hur, 1978) .
Other Roots research examined the long-standing &dquo;selective exposure/ selective avoidance&dquo; hypothesis in mass media research (Surlin, 1981) . According to this hypothesis, individuals prefer (and watch) television programs that reinforce their attitudes and avoid those that confront or challenge them. This has been especially true of race-related programming (Fairchild, forthcoming; Surlin and Cooper, 1976; Surlin and Tate, 1976; Vidmar and Rokeach, 1974) .
Exposure/ avoidance studies on Roots have had mixed results. Hur (1978) found no support for the selective exposure hypothesis when he examined the relationship between racial attitude and exposure to Roots. Surlin (1978, 1981) , however, established a negative relationship between authoritarianism and amount of viewing; and Howard et al. (1978) reported a negative relationship between conservatism and viewer reactions to Roots. Finally, Ball-Rokeach et al. (1981) , in an inventive field experiment conducted on the sequel to Roots (Roots: The Next Generation), found that egalitarianism was positively associated with exposure.
Concerning the enjoyment of Roots, virtually all of the early investigations reported that viewers were entertained by the program (Hur, 1978; Surlin, 1978) , with one study reporting that whites enjoyed the series more than Blacks (Hur, 1978) .
Most studies also noted a tremendous amount of viewer learning, especially about slavery. Blacks and &dquo;liberals&dquo; appeared to have absorbed more information than whites or conservatives, although these group differences were small (Hur, 1978) .
Most viewers reported a strong emotional involvement in Roots, with a dominant reaction of sadness and sympathy (Howard et al., 1978) . For Black viewers, Roots may have stimulated an increase in Black pride and solidarity (Poindexter and Stroman, 1981) . Concerning racial attitudes, Roots was expected to have a positive impact on white prejudice because of the sympathetic treatment given African slavery and the fact that the presentation was from a more or less &dquo;Black perspective&dquo; (Balon, 1978; Surlin, 1978) . Somewhat surprisingly, however, the accumulated evidence finds little support for actual racial attitude change (Ball-Rokeach et al., 1981; Hur and Robinson, 1978) . In light of these findings on racial attitudes, it is noteworthy that several investigations found Roots to have an impact on interracial behaviors. Viewers discussed the program at home and at work, and a great deal of this discussion was interracial (Howard et al., 1978; Hur, 1978; Surlin, 1978 (Howard et al., 1978) . This procedure created a bias in the Black sample due to racial differences in geographical location (and therefore appropriate sample designs). Most other studies that included Blacks were limited to a single city or county (Balon, 1978; Hur, 1978; Surlin, 1978) Income was also related to viewer reactions, with increases in income associated with increases in the percentage of viewers who cited historical and educational reasons for liking Roots (27.0% for those with 0-$5,000, 36.2% for $5,000-$10,000, 44.1% for $10,000-$20,000, and 41.7% for $20,000 and up). Higher-income viewers were also more likely to cite family identification (3.7%, 5.5%, 4.2%, and 6.0%, respectively) and/ or the quality of the television production (6.3%, 7.5%, 7.8%, and 11.1 %, respectively) as important in their perception of Roots. In addition, higher-income groups were less likely to report negative reactions to Roots than were lower-income groups (19.5%, 14.6%, 11.5%, and 9.8%, respectively). Finally, respondents' educational levels were related to their perceptions of the broadcast. The findings in this area paralleled those for income: Those with higher educational backgrounds were more likely to cite historical and educational reasons (27.2% for those with 0-11 years of schooling, 37.6% for those with high school diplomas, 47 (Allen and Bielby, 1979; Fairchild, forth- coming ; Graves, 1980; Poindexter and Stroman, 1981 ; Roberts and Bachen, 1981) , as well as those studies that have documented a very high rate of exposure to Roots among Black Americans (Balon, 1978; Howard et al., 1978; Hur, 1978; Surlin, 1978 Surlin, , 1981 (Himmelweit, 1980) . It may be that the Roots telecast, which depicted slave conditions primarily in the rural South, was &dquo;too close&dquo; to contemporary life conditions in that region, and southern respondents &dquo;selectively avoided&dquo; exposure to the telecast. Alternatively, it may be that the appeal and impact of Roots is simply related to educational and socioeconomic status levels, both of which are generally lower in rural areas and in the Southern region. Education and SES are positively related to Black Consciousness (Gurin and Epps, 1975) , and Black Consciousness connotes an identification with and interest in issues related to Blacks (Burgest, 1980 
